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Faith and Inspiration 
The Whole Story 


The Incarnation of Jesus is 
likely the most remarkable event in 
history. The God of the Universe, 
who transcends all of time and 
space, chose to demonstrate 
solidarity with his creation in a 
most unparalleled and 
unprecedented manner, 
submitting himself to 
the mundanities of that 
creation. The Creator 
embraced all the 
complications and 
predicaments of his 
originally harmonious 
but now compromised 
handiwork in the most 
humble, sacrificial, and 
devoted display of 
existential identifica- 
tion ever. 

He could have 
simply regarded the 
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co-opting and euphemizing 


manifold traditions that emerged 


from the Christian consciousness. 
(Here, “modern society” refers to 


both secular and ecclesiastical 


influences.) 

Even if one could argue that the 
Christmas commem- 
oration was originally 
intended to aid the 
advancement of the 
gospel 
message, one need only 
observe contemporary 
behavior to realize that 
in the midst of the 
“hustle and bustle” of 
the holidays, any sin- 
cere motive to rec- 
ognize the integral role 
of the Incarnation may 


world from afar and 
refrained from invest- 
ing his own blood, 
sweat, and tears. 
Instead, God 
committed to literally 
getting his hands dirty: 
he would show us the 
way by enduring the 
human experience with 
us, confronting all its 
struggles, discomforts, 
and frailties. 

The gospel of John 
testifies that God dwelt 
among us (John 1:14). 
This meant that he had 
to enter the world 
through the grueling 
ordeal of being born; 
then withstand the wondrous and 
harsh complexities of human life; 
and finally suffer the cruelty and 
anguish of death. 

In such manner God fully 
experienced the human condition in 
the most personal and intimate 
means possible by becoming, as the 
song says, one of us. 

As much as we may be inclined 
to focus on “baby Jesus” during 
this period of reflection and 
reverence, it behooves us to 
maintain an effective perspective 
based on the broader context. As 
any parent can attest, a baby 
doesn’t remain a baby for very 
long. The Incarnation was but the 
beginning of Jesus's terrestrial 
sojourn, being one of many 
important facets of the entire 
redemption drama. 

Of course, at the other end of 
that adventure in humanity was the 
Resurrection, fulfilling the promise 
of restoration. 

Furthermore, Jesus of Nazareth 
was not merely an anthropo- 
morphic apparition that appeared 
out of nowhere, nor simply an 
amalgamation of legends, myths, 
and hero complexes. 

The historical reality of Jesus is 
not easily denied — or at the very 
least, is so integral to God’s 
complete redemption plan that any 
effort to deny it undermines the 
very essence of the redemption 
itself. The apostle John asserts this 
when he reminds us that any 
repudiation of the truth of Jesus 
“coming in the flesh” is not of God 
and is, in fact, a deception (1 John 
4:2-3, 2 John 1:7). The apostle Paul 
also affirms the phenomenon of the 
Incarnation throughout his many 
writings (Romans 8:3-4, Galatians 
4:4-5, Philippians 2:5-8). 

Our modern society has 
performed impressively in 
repressing the whole story by 


Easy Ways to Give Back to the Military During the Holidays 


StatePoint - Because many service 
members and military families 
don’t have the opportunity to be 
with their loved ones in person, the 
holiday season can be especially 
difficult time of year. 

If you’re wondering how you 
can help bring a little piece of 
home to service members stationed 
around the world, check out these 
easy ideas from the USO. 


e Give back: Use the USO Wish- 
book, an alternative giving catalog 
that offers military supporters a 
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have become diluted or discounted 
over time. 

What we sometimes observe 
throughout the seasonal cascade of 
purported soul-seeking and feel- 
good philosophizing is that the 
actual premise of the Incarnation 
can seem just out of reach. In 
typical fashion, facts become 
mythologized, reduced to just 
additional idealized fables 
employed in entertainment media 
campaigns marketing affected 
relational sentimentality or vague 
universal kinship. We are left with 
a commoditized Christmas, 
disconnected from the authentic 
gospel of Jesus. 

Any such shortcomings in 
properly contextualizing the 
Incarnation might ultimately 
contribute to the negative 
connotations that some individuals 
possess during this season. 

For some, modern formulations 
of holiday festivities signify a 
troublesome veneer obscuring the 
discontent, disquiet, and 
displeasure that plague a multitude 
of minds and hearts. It is unlikely 
coincidental that reports of 
depression and anxiety appear to 
escalate and intensify during this 
time of year, and not uncommon 
for Christmas to be associated with 
angst, guilt, conflict, disappoint- 
ment, and disillusionment. 

For such folk, a story of a baby 
born in a feeding trough a couple 
millennia ago may seem irrelevant 
or inconsequential. 

For those struggling with 
hopelessness, the appeal of singing 
angels and worshiping shepherds 
might not seem readily apparent. 
As often happens, fragmentary 
facts, presented with a semblance 
of lore or guise of dogma, do not 
effectively offer insight to the 
truths they profess to embody. 

Indeed, such abridged infor- 
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mation can lead to misrepresenta- 
tion, cultivating all sorts of erro- 
neous conclusions. 

In an episode of the television 
series “Star Trek: Voyager,” the 
interrelationship of some alien 
species is impacted in unforeseen 
ways following their brief 
encounter with the starship Voyager 
and its crew. Several centuries after 
this formative event, the history of 
the aliens' interaction with Voyager 
has emerged as one of intense strife 
and conflict, resulting in resent- 
ment and prejudice between two 
factions, with the ultimate blame 
attributed to Voyager and its crew 
based on scant evidence. 

Fortuitously, a backup copy of 
Voyager's Emergency Medical 
Holographic program (EMH) ends 
up in the possession of a museum 
curator on one of the aliens’ 
planets. Upon activation, the EMH 
doctor quickly sets about attempt- 
ing to overhaul the extreme 
fallacies regarding Voyager and its 
role in the historical hostilities. His 
challenge seems initially insur- 
mountable due to the intensely 
ingrained assumptions of the 
aliens, reinforced through centuries 
of institutional inculcation, despite 
being derived from remarkably 
minimal artifacts and 
documentation. 


QUARREN: All of our evidence 
shows that you were a war 
criminal. 

EMH: Evidence? What evidence? 
Like this, for example? Triple-ar- 
moured hull? Thirty 

torpedo tubes? Twenty-five phaser 
banks? This isn't what our ship 
looked like. 

QUARREN: We reconstructed it 
from a partial schematic found in 
the Cyrik ocean, which was badly 
damaged by corrosion. We were 
bound to get a few details wrong. 
EMH: Voyager wasn't a warship. 
We were explorers. 

QUARREN: Yes, I know. Trying to 
get home, to Mars. 

EMH: Earth! You see, you couldn't 
even get that right. This is a 
nightmare. 


Is there such as thing as getting 
Christmas “right?” 

For the believer, the Incarnation 
is about more than counteractive 
variations of secular seasonal 
rituals and cultural customs. While 
it might seem useful, even respect- 
ful, to set aside specific times to 
focus on certain facets of one's 
faith, such practices can readily 
devolve into a kind of “scheduling” 
of spiritual experience. This in turn 
can lead to an attitude of arbitrarily 
limiting various expressions of 
worship as only acceptably 
occurring at certain times and in 
certain places. 

Put another way, I have yet to 
encounter a rational and 
legitimately Biblical explanation as 
to why music which extols the awe 
and wonder of the Incarnation 
should not be sung or heard 
throughout the year. 

Perhaps part of our challenge as 
believers is to maintain the frame- 
work of the whole story of the 
gospel that includes the 
Incarnation, and to remind 
ourselves and others that the 
complete gospel, like God himself, 
is not limited to time or space, 
calendars or locations. 


program. This setting automatically 
rounds your payment up to the 
nearest dollar, and the difference is 
donated to the nonprofit of your 
choice. Consider selecting the USO 
to automatically support the organi- 
zation as you get around town. 


e Connect: Boost the morale of 
military members and make them 
smile through Campaign to 
Connect, which makes it easy to 
send messages of thanks to service 
members. Kind words can go a 
long way. 


e Shop: You can give back every 
time you shop on Amazon by 
shopping via AmazonSmile. Visit 
smile.amazon.com, login, select the 
USO as your charity, and 0.5% of 
your eligible purchases will be 
donated to the organization. 


To learn more about other ways 
you can help deliver care, comfort 
and connection to troops this sea- 
son and beyond, visit uso.org/ 
holidays and uso.org/donate. 


COLONEL (RET) 
Howard Caho Turner Jr. 


Howard Turner lived 
many lives in his eighty- 
five years, and leaves a 
rich legacy in his wife, 
children, and grandchil- 
dren. Howard was an 
engineer and architect, a 
fighter pilot, a home and 
ship builder, a sailor, a 
teacher, a coach, a golfer 
and one heck of a story 
teller. He was a 
Renaissance man. 

Born in Washington 
DC to Carolyn and 
Howard, Howard Turner 
Jr. attended the Univer- 
sity of Maryland where 
he earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Aeronautical 
Engineering and was a 
commanding officer in 
the R.O.T.C.. 

Howard was a career 
long USAF aviator, 
serving in multiple 
locations around the 
world, most notably 
Homestead AFB, FL. 

He entered the United 
States Air Force’s Active 
Duty ranks on 18 July 
1959 and attended pilot 
training in Laredo, TX. 
Lt. Turner earned the 
privilege of flying Lock- 
heed’s T-33 jet trainer, 
then graduated into North 
American’s F-86 Sabre, 
where he joined the 
“Mach Buster’s Club” 
exceeding the speed of 
sound for the first time. 

In 1961, Howard 
earned the prestigious 
duty of providing Ameri- 
can’s air sovereignty, fly- 
ing air defense aircraft 
with the Specialty 
Number and Title 1125E, 
Pilot Fighter Interceptor. 
In 1963, as a Captain, he 
entered his final Active 
Duty assignment with the 
319 Fighter Interceptor 
Squadron (ADC-Aero- 
space Defense 
Command) flying his 
favorite plane, the Lock- 
heed F-104 Starfighter. 

Col (Ret) Turner then 
shifted to service as a Re- 
servist, flying a multitude 
of aircraft out of Home- 
stead AFB, FL, while 
concurrently working for 
the FAA as chief safety 
officer and principal for 
Pan Am. He officially 
retired at the age of sixty, 
after more than thirty- 
seven years of service to 
his country. 

Howard married the 
love of his life, Judith 
Lee Szura, in 1971 and 
built a home for his 
family in the Redlands of 
Florida. From foundation, 
to electrical, to roofing, 
Howard built the entire 
house with his own 
hands. He also 
constructed a 34’ Glander 
sailboat in his backyard, 
and while not flying 
reserve, would often 


spend his weekends 
racing through the 
Florida Keys, winning 
several Glander Cups and 
Fastest Boat on the Dock 
at the Upper Keys Sailing 
Club. 

Howard's daughter, 
Tracey, enjoyed learning 
the craft of sailing at her 
dad's side. Though the 
greatest lessons were on 
patience, self-reliance 
and humility. 

Howard's son, Howard 
II, took up baseball at an 
early age, and 
consequently, so did 
Howard, pursuing the 
perfect pitch and/or best 
way to handle a bat so 
that he might help his son 
master both. But as proud 
as he was of Howard III's 
athletic accomplishments, 
Howard's greatest joy 
was watching his son 
graduate from the Air 
Force Academy and 
follow in his USAF 
footsteps as an F16 pilot. 

Upon retirement, 
Howard decided to 
approach golf with the 
same passion and 
precision he applied to 
everything else in his life, 
and in recent years, he 
could be found every 
Monday on the greens at 
the Redland Golf Club. 

He was a dutiful son, 
an adventurous big 
brother, a role model to 
his nephews, an honor- 
able and loving husband, 
a proud Grandpa, and a 
truly remarkable father. 
He gave a bit of himself 
to all he met, and through 
his shared stories, simple 
words of wisdom, and 
humorous quips, he will 
live on in all who knew 
him. 

Howard is survived by 
his spouse Judith Turner; 
sisters Lynne Fanzone 
and Kathy Warren; 
daughter Tracey, son-in- 
law Shaun, grandchildren 
Caleb, Roan, Lila and 
Mairin; son Howard III, 
grandchildren Kaysen 
and Henley. 

Please join us in 
remembering him on 
January 6, 2022, 2:30 
pm, at The Upper Keys 
Sailing Club (100 Ocean 
Bay Drive, Key Largo), 
where we will share our 
memories of this 
remarkable man and 
celebrate a life well lived. 


Onelia Dube 


Onelia Dube was a 
caring wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, and 
friend. She left this world 
on December 8th, 2021, 
at age 93. 

She was born to 
Narciso Camacho and 
Adoracion De La Cruz on 
May 16th, 1928, in Santa 
Clara, Cuba along with 
her siblings Crispina, 
Felix, Ramon, and 
Narciso JR. 

She met her husband, 
Leo Dube while he was 
stationed on the island 
serving the U.S. Navy. 
They later married in 
1950 and moved to the 
United States. Onelia 
served her country as a 
military wife and 
together, they had two 
children: Leo JR. and 
Albert. 

Onelia loved spending 
time with her family and 
often could be found 
spending hours on the 
phone chatting with her 
niece Gladys. She was a 
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skilled seamstress who 
loved to sew and would 
take joy in crocheting 
hats for newborn babies 
at Homestead Hospital. 
Onelia was a lively spirit 
who touched so many 
hearts and will be dearly 
missed. 

A short graveside 
service was held on 
December 18th at 
Caballero Rivero Palms 
Woodlawn Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to the ALF that 
cared for her on her 
behalf; Diaz Home Care 
ALF, Jorge Gongar 
786-286-2826 or 
786-715-5627. 
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